Thereby New York society and the American
press became greatly excited. Cooper was ever a
frank friend or an open enemy. A critic wrote
of him and this time: " He had the courage to
defy the majority and confound the press, from
a heavy sense of duty, with ungrateful truths.
With his manly, strong sense of right and
wrong he had a high regard for courage in
men and purity in women, but, with his keen
sense of justice, he was not always judicious.
Abroad he defended his country with vigor, and
was fearless in warning and advising her, when
needful, at home. While he never mistook ' her
geese for swans/ he was a patriot to the very
core of his heart/' However, this over-critical
writing soon became newspaper gossip, and began
for Cooper six long years of tedious lawsuits,
finally settled in his favor in 1843. With such
able men as Horace Greeley, Park Benjamin,
and Thurlow Weed among others in battle-array
against him, Cooper closed this strife himself
by making a clear, brilliant, and convincing six-
hour address before the court during a pro-
found silence. Well may it be said: " It was a
good fight he fought and an honorable victory
he won " when he silenced the press as to pub-
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